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Foreword 
This special issue of Theoretical Computer Science is devoted to the Second Znterna- 
tional Colloquium on Words, Languages and Combinatorics, held at Kyoto Sangyo 
University from 25 to 28 August 1992, under the sponsorship of Kyoto Sangyo 
University and with the financial support of the Inoue Foundation for Science, the 
Asahi Glass Foundation and the Japanese Ministry of Education, Science and 
Culture. The colloquium was a continuation of the International Colloquium on 
Words, Languages and Combinatorics held in Kyoto in 1990, and the purpose of the 
colloquium was to discuss developments in the fields of semigroups, codes, automata, 
formal languages, word problems, orders and combinatorics achieved after the first 
colloquium. The number of participants amounted to 84, from 16 different countries. 
There were 54 lectures (5 plenary lectures among them) during the sessions. 
The colloquium proceedings, containing the papers based on lectures given at the 
colloquium and the subsequent workshop “Semigroups, Formal Languages and 
Combinatorics on Words” held at the Kyoto Seminar House from 29 to 31 August 
1992 after the colloquium, and also papers written by authors who intended to present 
them at both meetings but were unable to attend, were published by the World 
Scientific Publishing Co., Pt. Ltd., under the title of “Words, Languages and Combina- 
torics II - Kyoto, Japan 25-28 August 1992”. 
The colloquium was divided into two sessions as was the first colloquium. One was 
devoted to semigroups and other algebraic systems, and the other was devoted to the 
theoretical aspects of computer science. This special issue of Theoretical Computer 
Science consists of a selection of papers presented mainly at the latter session. The full 
versions of these papers have been refereed and revised according to the usual high 
standards of Theoretical Computer Science. 
The editor expresses his gratitude to all contributors of this volume including the 
referees. Special thanks are due to Maurice Nivat for giving the editor the opportunity 
to publish this special issue. 
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